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Th Wm. Coleman, Esq. 

Editor of the Eftaing Pol. 

SIR, 

Passing through this city, I find in your 
paper of the 10th inst. subjoined to a review of s 
pamphlet, entitled, a Vindication of the Steani^Boat 
Right, or an Answer to Mr. Duer's PubUc Letter, 
a quotation or abstract of a note from Mr, Colden'a 
pubHcation, wherein I am named as having with 
great inconsistency applied to the Legislature of 
New-York, at the last session, for the repeal of the 
Steam-Boat monopoly, while holding " precisely a 
eimilar exclusive grant from Massachusetts." 

Were not this imputation both unfounded in fact, 
and calculated to prejudice and mislead public opin» 
ion and the Legislature, I should not have seen oc« 
casion to explain the nature both of the grant to 
me from Massachusetts, and one from New-Hanip« 
shire also ; and to demonstrate the essenliul litffeih 
mce both in the principle and object of them, from 



the monopoly of New- York ; nor to display the 
grounds of that application, for the removal of an 
impediment to the use of a property, acquired un- 
der the aanctioD of the laws of the United States. 

And although the eloquent appeal of Mr. Colden 
to the feelings of his readers, appears to have inte- 
rested you so far as to induce an opinion favourable 
to the cause he attempts to maintain, I had presu- 
med on your candour and liberality to such a de- 
gree, as to hope you could have afforded room, in 
the same channel of communication to the public^ 
for the explanations which seem necessary on the 
occasion. But your very proper objection to so 
large an appropriation of your paper to a subject, 
not perhaps of general interest, renders it necessa- 
ry to throw my vindication into the form of a small 
pamphlet, which will be delivered in a few days, by 
Messrs. James Eastburn & Co. {gratis) to my friends, 
and to all who may feel a curiosity to see a plain 
and dispassionate statement, of a claim to an im- 
portant privilege, which, though having a relation 
to the recent discussion between Mr, Colden and 
Mr. Duer, so far as regards the constitutionality of 
acts of the Assembly, rs a right standing on differ- 
ent, and 1 believe stronger grounds than that claim- 
ed by Colonel Ogden and others, from which the 
several questions in dispute originated. I shall not 
therefore trespass on the province of those able 
disputants, but aim only to give information on points 



of personal concern, and snch as may seem to me 
proper, respecting improvements in the means of 
facilitating inland navigalion, which I hope will yet 
be extensively beneficial to the trade both of this 
city and the country. 

I am yoiirobt. servt. 

J. L. SULLIVAN. 
From the Evening Post of the 23d inst. 



Mr. Coleman, 

In speaking of Mr. Golden, I am embarrassed 
between the deference due to a gentleman of his 
professional and ofBcial respectability and charac- 
ter, and the necessity of viewing the same person 
as the mere advocate of the Steam Boat monopoly, 
or as a proprietor who has been contending for his 
own interest in the discussion, which has inciden- 
tally drawn upon me for this explanation : and 
should any expression therefore escape me incom- 
patible with that deference, I hope it will be can- 
didly placed to the other account. 

I am sensible too, that from his eminent charac- 
ter and station, and from the number of his per- 
sonal friends in this community, his name will have 
every advantage over that of a roan In private life, 
but little known in this place. 

My cause must therefore be committed, so far 



as it depends on public opinion, to the generosity 1 
and candour of those who may honour its state- 
ment and object with a moment's attention, and 
wiil abstract the siihject-maHer from the persons con- 
cerned, which may the more easily be done, as it 
IB not ray purpose, were it in my power, or con- 
sistent with mj sense of propriety, to interest the 
feelings of my friends and readers : their judgment 
alone being requested. 

It would be alone sufficient to refer to the ap- 
pendix of Mr. Colden's " Vindication," itc, where 
be has done me the favour to give my petition to 
the Legislature of Massachusetts entire; itself a 
complete refutation of the charge, and a demon- 
stration of his mistake ; but that few of those who 
receive your paper will take the trouble to look for 
it there. 

The grant of Massachusetts, so far from being 
"precisely a similar exclusive right," was made in 
reference to a patent issued by the authority of the 
United States, being expressly a prolongation of 
the term of the patent; and for reasons stated In 
the petition relating to works contemplated to im* 
prove Connecticut river, especially at Enlield; which 
reasons were deemed sufficiently good to warrant 
the measure. An act authorizing a company to 
lock the falls at that place, had been passed, but 
not carried into effect, for the want of sufficient 
encouragement 
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I presume, under the pressure of business, Mr. 
Golden could not have seen the petition, or it would 
not have appeared in the Appendix. The note 
was probably written from common report before 
the copy arrived; and this supposition is corrobo- 
rated, by the list of errors prefixed to the pamphlet, 
in which " he thinks it necessary to mention, that 
the sheets subsequent to page M4 and ike ^ppmdix, 
would be printed without his having an opportunity 
to see the revise." 

It, however, serves to prove that his prejudice 
was unfounded ; it will serve to show, too, the essen- 
tial difference between a monopoly over a state or 
territory, for the use, not of one mode of employ- 
ing a powerful mechanical agent, and exclusive of 
all future improvemtnts by olker persons than the 
grantees, in a line of mechanical science, progres- 
sive in its very nature; compared with a grant 
simply extending the term of a patent, for a particular 
application of the same agent or power, not exclusive 
of other modes and improvements, and recognising 
the authority of the general govemmmt. Not calculat- 
ed \o caver the tidewaters, where the commerce of the 
United States is regulated by laws framed under 
the constitution, express and unquestionable on this 
point; but for the improvement of rivers obstructed 
in their course, where nothing subject to commercial re- 
gulations ever floated. 



Massachusetts was not alone id encouraging this 
kind of Interna] improvement, bj an act thus linut- 
ed, and thus respectful to the laws of Congress. 
New-Hampshire, for similar reasons, likewise 
granted an extension of my patent term in that 
State. The Legislature being willing, in this man- 
ner, to express some degree of approbation of my 
inetrumentallty In opening the navigation of Mer- 
rimack river ; intending rae, perhaps, an opportu- 
nity to reimburse the expense of removing obsta- 
cles from its bed, in places not covered by either 
of her acts of incoiporation, to canal and lock the 
falls: — moved possibly, too, by experience of the 
beneficial effects of inland navigation on the pros- 
perity of the State. 

Massachusetts intended sInlNar benefits to the 
middle counties, by giving them a regular, safe, 
and expeditious communication with the seacoast, 
through Connecticut, and a more advantageous 
trade at some future time with New- York. 

In both instances, however legitimate and con- 
stitutional these grants, so far as they do not 
interfere with the authority of the United States, 
they must, I am perfectly sensible, give way to any 
patent, with which, in the progress of mechanical 
science, they may be brought In collision ; and al- 
though I think it very unlikely that any such will 
arise, I have never placed an undue value on those 
privileges. 




The above-mentioned principle accords both with 
the convictions of my own mtnd, and the opinion of 
professional men, and the reasoning of the learned 
Judges of the Court of Errors, on the case of Van 
Ingen, referred to by Mr. Colden, and in the pam- 
phlet you have reviewed, quoted from the Reporter 
(Johnson) very hberally in its bearing on points 
of that case, which vraa essentially diiferent from 
mine. 

The question) I think, was on the constitution- 
ality o( the grant, as it stood opposed to the claim of 
tkedtfendanls. The argument, I distinctly recollect, 
was, that the monopoly should be considered con- 
stitutional as to his claim, unsupported by a patent, 
or even by a coasting license. But, if there should 
arise a claim by a Patentee under the authority of 
the United States, to navigate the waters of the 
State by an improvement in steam engines or 
boats, tlie monopoly granted to Messrs. Livingston 
and FuUou, though it might stand good against the 
citizens of the State generally, could not exclude, 
impede or prevent, the use and enjoyment of the 
patent ; and the disposal of the right to use the 
same throvghout the State, as in every other State 
of the Union. It would be easy to swell this com- 
munication with quotations expressly to this point, 
a (ew onlr subjoined will sliow the clear mean' 
ing of the Court; and the whole case may be re- 
ferred to as reported. But even the constitution- 
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ality of the grant thus limited in its operation, has 
been and still is doubted bj eminent counsel whom 
I have consulted on the subject. 

Another eesentlal difference is, that neither Mas- 
sachusetts nor New- Hampshire have made penal 
laws to protect their grants. Such were not de- 
sired. And such would have been there considered 
an encroachment on the Judiciarj', to whose protec- 
tion no Citizen, or Denizen, is denied access. 

If there was once a necessity of such laws in New- 
York to guard the steam boats against fancied com- 
binations for their destruction; or from such compe- 
tition as that raised hy Van Ingen ; they do not apply 
to a claimant whose case was not then contemplated, 
and whose rights are sanctioned by a higher autho- 
rity. Unless the State can take back its delegated 
power, and yet remain a member of the Union, 
the operation of these laws effectually to exclude 
a patentee is oppressive, inasmuch as it deprives 
him of a part of his country and property. And it 
is, allow me to add, impolitic to shut the State 
against inventions that are calculated, principally, 
for the advantage of those who employ them. 

I wish, Sir, that in your review of the " Vindica- 
tion," so rich In affecting appeals, which do not 
reach the merits of my case, you had not omitted to 
notice, as I think you cannot have approved, that 
part which, in reference to myself, attempts to draw 
a line of distinction between the resident citizens 



of the State of New-York, and » strangers volun- 
teering B controversy." 

Surely an American cannot be here a stranger. 
As a citizen of the United States, I am happy to 
think New-York is a part of my country. And were 
I even a foreiipier ; do not such enjoy, equally, the 
privilege of protection by your laws.'' How few of 
the members of the present Legislature were born 
within the State! Certainly no very small propor- 
tion of their number removed from the same sec- 
tion of the country I at present call my home. This 
attempt to excite a prejudice against me as a 
"stranger," in favour, and, if 1 am not mistaken, 
for the interest of some, who are really foreigners, 
(if that consideration ought to have the least 
weight,) will meet the disapprobation it richly de- 
■erves. So weak an argument indicates a deficiency 
of stronger ones, and perhaps a desperate cause. 

So far from " volunteering a controversy" with 
the Steam-Boat Company, I have eagerly sought to 
avoid it at a great sacrifice. The last winter, be- 
fore my petition to the Legislature was preferred, 
I offered to the Company, if they would allow me 
to bring my steam tow-boats into operation in the 
State, merely to carry freight; to engage not to 
mterfere with their steam passage boats, but 
leave them the full use of all that the grant con- 
templated. My apparent eagerness to avoid con- 
troversy, perhaps, led them to suppose 1 feared iti 
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and they refused a propoBition that will never be 
renewed. 

The Legislature had been petitioned by a Mr. 
Hawkins, and a bill in his favour was pending in 
the house of Assembly, where it had already 
been debated, and the opinion of Mr. Duer, and 
of most of the leading members, expressed. The 
committee to whom my petition was referred, Mr. 
Williams chairman, reported that the prayer of it 
ought to be granted ; and if the bill then pending 
did not provide a remedy, a special one ought to 
be provided : or words to that effect. Not having 
a copy of the report before me, I cannot give it ver- 
batim. 

The bill was agreed to in committee of the 
whole, and on taking the question in the house, was 
lost by one vote. It was late in the session, and 
other business precluded the hope of obtaining fur- 
ther attention. 

Far from meaning to abandon my rights while 
the power of asserting them remains, it may well 
have been expected, that I should petition the Le- 
gislature again, and of course with such better 
claims as further inventions and purchases of pa- 
tents, relating to inland navigation by steam, of 
which 1 have often spoken, would give. 

Whether this expected application originated, 
or only hastened the publication of the "Life of 
Fultoo" at this juncture, i pretend not to say. But 
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the inference every one may fairiy draw from the 
performance, is, either that the author's admira- 
tion was extravagant, or that there was an object 
in enliancing his friend's pretensions to the gratitude 
of the pubhc, and enforcing his claims to the special 
protection of the Legislature, against all who 
should presume to call in question his pretended 
"invention" of Steam Boats, or the equity, pro- 
priety, or constitutionality of the monopoly; and 
of the penal code for its self-protection. There 
is much in the book to authorize me to believe 
it was calculated so to control, or guide the pub- 
lic mind, and especially those of the members of 
Assembly in regard to the merits of Mr. Fulton, 
as to leave no one but his friend a chance of at- 
tention. But let me not be understood to mean 
attention on the score of similar merit, in originality 
of invention, or research in science. Mr. Fulton 
was, according to his Eulogist, a paragon of ex- 
cellence :■ — the world will form its own opinion ; 
and 1 have no objection to its tliinking so. 1 aim 
only to obtain a just regard to my rights of proper- 
ty in this part of my country notwithstanding. 

If it was expected by the dlifuslon of such infor- 
mation as the book contains, to countervail an ap- 
plication to the Assembly, the trouble might have 
been saved. For what success could a " stranger" 
expect, against so interested, so eloquent, and so 
influential an opponent, holding a seat in the house, 
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and surrounded bj friends. It would have been 
perbaps a waste of time for an Individual to attempt 
to stem the tide of prejudice thus raised by so 
great a luminary. But by waiting patiently a while, 
no doubt this tide will turn. It may be expect- 
ed, notwithstanding all the pains that hate, and 
will be yet taken, that the true interest of the 
people at large, and the real interest of the propri- 
etors of the soil; and still further, of all persons 
entitled to partake in benefits arising from the use 
of inventions and discoveries; interests and privile- 
ges, which seem to have been entirely overlooked 
or abandoned to provide for the aggrandizement 
and opulence of a few men, respectable and rich 
men indeed, but who, in the eye of the law, ought 
to be on a level with even a " stranger" in all ques- 
tions touching his property. 

It may not be irrelevant to suggest my opinion 
that the peculiarify of my claims alluded to, and 
which Mr. Duer considered ^"^ formidable^'' may be 
found to consist in the settlement of the question of 
right between the late Mr. Fulton and myself. 
The manner in which tlie controversy arose it is not 
necessary now to state. It is sufficient, that after 
a thorough investigation by referees, appointed by 
the secretary of state, the patent right was award- 
ed to me, and was issued accordingly. 

Another peculiarity alluded to, may be Mr. Ful- 
ton^s admission, that this application of the steam 
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engine power was a different one from that con- 
templated in his grant- 
But whether these circumstances, together with 
that of an accession'of improvements, will ever be 
" formidable" to a combination continually gaining 
strength and extent, time wilt determine. Possibly 
public opinion may become favourable to the use- 
ful inventions that are awaiting an opportunity of 
access to the state; and a better understanding of 
the merits of the controversy now going on, inde- 
pendently of my interest, may produce in the Le- 
gislature some spontaneous act to restore the con- 
stitution to its inviolability, and to the laws their 
equal operation, I feel confident that a Legisla- 
ture composed of so many of the most intelligent 
men in the state, cannot long permit the existence 
of this exclusive privilege, if it be inconsistent with 
the principles of the constitution, the palladium of 
our civil liberty. 

It should be here remarked, that the question 
recently discussed between IVIr. Duer and Mr. 
Colden, has less relation to the grounds of my 
claim, than to the right of the community at large, 
whose interests Mr. Duer had espoused in the As- 
sembly before I bad the honour of knowing him. 

The old dispute with Van Ingen stood on dif- 
ferent grounds from Col. Ogden's claim : and the 
right of Col. Ogden stood on entirely different 
grounds from mine: which happens to be precisely 
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sack a case as the Court of Errors, for dislinction tn 
argument, imagined to arise ; and the principle set 
up then was entirely in mj favour, and I cannot 
conceive of any reason why Ji. is not equally so 
now, unless the unbounded merits of the Company 
ought to be rewarded at my expense. 

It is not material to me (perhaps) whether 
Rumsey or Fitch first invented the steam boat, or 
whether Gov. Mifflin, his Council, and the crowd 
of witnesses of the highest respectability, who tes- 
tified to ber performance eight miles the hour, are 
credible; or whether the Reverend Mr. Allison and 
Samuel Morey, Esq, did or did not invent and use 
wheels to a steam boat about that time, which 
they are ready to prove ; or whether Mr. Fulton'9 
patent was or was not duly executed, or did or 
did not, at the time the specification was filed, give 
due credit for extracts from Ckamoch, is not a 
question with me. It is very easy to ascertain these 
points if there should be occasion. The truth is, 
that however these considerations may tend to 
weaken the ground of the monopoly, they cannot 
strengthen mine. — The right by which I claim to 
hold my property in this State, is not dependent 
on these inquiries. 

Invested with rights, derived from the highest 
authority of my country, to use and cause to be 
used, certain patented things throughout the Uni- 
ted States, I find the principal State shut against 
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me : — precisely that portion of my country where 
their usefulness would be most extensive and most 
productive. And when I am told that [ am pre- 
cluded because Fulton " invented" the Steam 
Boat, which every body knows he did not. — And 
that Mr. Livingston had a grant of monopoly for 
Ws meritorioQs enterprise, and therefore as to all 
inventions in steam boats and steam engines for 
navigation, the laws of the United States can have 
no force here : surely it cannot be deemed an in- 
vasion of their rights to call tlicm in question, and 
to demand the ground whereon my privileges are 
to operate, or access to a court of laws to try the 
validity of their exclusive privilege.^ 

I cannot doubt that so excellent a lawyer as the 
Chancellor foresaw, and took the chance of thia 
occurrence — and could not have expected or de- 
aired the State, to protect his privilege against the 
authority of the United States. 

At any rate, it is a question of property and 
principle and not of favouritism — not what any 
person shall make or lose, but what they may 
respectively have a legal claim to hold, or a right 
to do. Therefore it was an improper occasion to 
appeal to the feelings, and to touch the sympathies 
of those who compose the Legislature, whose du- 
ty it must be to reason and to judge, rather than 
to admire and to weep. It must carry conviction 
to other minds, as it does to mine, that this feeble 
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support could not liavc been souglit, but under a 
consciousness of danger and weakness. 

If indeed the steam boat stock is so depreciated 
that the proprietors ofier it at par and interest. 
If they are disappointed in their expectation of 
great profits; I regret it for my own sake as well 
as theirs. And since it is my concern to keep up 
its reputation — I would, though a "stranger," beg 
leave, since the basis of the calculation is not men- 
tioned, to conjecture, in the manner of my country, 
how this could happen ? 

Perhaps the capital stock consists of investments 
in early and abortive experiments. The costs in 
the controversy with Ogden — and with Van Ingen, 
together with the purchase of his boats, which 
were magnanimously given back I — Perhaps some- 
thing more than was prudent in the splendour of 
equipment and attractive luxury of the boats, and 
some allowance for premature decay from the man- 
ner of building. But if all this be comprehended, 
and yet the property is worth at least cost and in- 
terest, it must be ^ood eslate, and the argument 
fails. 

I have heard, however, that at a certain period 
the Company openly doubled the number of their 
shares, and yet sold at the previous price. If so, 
I do not see how the calculation is to be made 
for all alike. This might have been before Mr. 
Colden purchased. It has been generally con- 



ceded that twentj-five passengers would pay all 
expenses, and that the average is one hundred ! 
Be this as it may — but for the monopoly, I woidd 
soon demonstrate that passage may be afforded at 
a much lower rate than they receive. ■ 

" Two years ago," when Mr. Golden bought io, 
he could not have been ignorant of my claim. He 
took the risk of the foundation of this magnificent 
but rotten edifice. And if the public eye has dis- 
cerned, that splendour and power will not always 
intrench against the attacks of justice, nor long 
dazzle the intellectual vision of a just people — if 
men of intelligence and law-knowledge expect the 
paramount authority of the general Government will 
prevail on the first opportunity, it may perhaps 
alone account for the decline of shares from the 
high estimation that has been put upon them. — 
But this effect is premature. The Paragon and 
the Chancellor will yet a while ride triumphant 
over the rights of individuals and the public: Pas- 
sengers will pay and suffer twice what they ought, 
and the trade of the interior may yet a while feel 
the inconvenient delays of sloop navigation through 
the Highlands. 

That your readers may understand what the 
Patented Inventions are, which I ara so much in 
earnest to introduce into use, in the state of New- 
Vork, permit me to add a few lines. 

First. The Steam Tow Boat is well adapted to 



small rivers and canals. It essentially consists in 
a separation of the power of the engine, with its 
dangers and inconveniences, from the persons and 
property to be conveyed. Mr. Fulton thought 
highly of this new and useful improvement, and 
expressly admitted that it was not included in his 
grant — and Mr. Coldcn is too good a lawyer not 
to see the diiTerence hctween this and the eighty 
years forgotten project he alludes to for a diiFerent 
purpose, in a different manner, and that appears 
not to have been known even to the inquiring mind 
of his friend, the late Mr. Fulton, when he applied 
for a patent of the tow boat 

With what propriety the use of this improve- 
ment is now precluded from the state, it is difficult 
xo conceive. 

Secondly. I hold, by purchase, the Inventions of 
Samuel Morey, Esq. This gentleman was early 
distinguished, and much respected, by the late 
Chancellor Livingston, as a man of scientific re- 
search and mechanical ingenuity, which appears 
by his letters to him, which 1 have had the plea- 
sure of seeing. 

His Rotary Engine is on a new and simple plant 
essentially different from those commonly denomi- 
nated rotaTy. It comprehends all the well tested 
principles of the engine of Watt and Bolton, while 
by its lightness and motion it Is peculiarly weU 
adapted to boats and vessels of every size. It is 



much less expensive than any other engine of equal 
power. For its performance, I beg leave to refer 
to the annexed certificate from Col. Binney, and 
Capt. Hull, of the Navy, in an instance that fell 
under their observation. ^ 

Also, Morey's hned Boiler, which, vfith less wa- 
ter, is supposed to create double the steam. 

Also, his invention of the Gas Fire, or as he calls 
it in his specification, the American Water Burner. 
This discovery bids fair to obviate the principal 
objection to the use of steam engines as an aux- 
iliary to the usual mode of navigating the ocean. 
It consists of a convenient method of decomposing 
a part of the steam, and of combining its principles 
oxygen and hydrogen with tar, into or over which 
a portion of the steam is introduced. The tar be- 
ing principally carbon, the common properties of 
fuel and the essential to comhu&tton, are obtained 
in a concentrated form, in great abundance, and 
are easily governed and directed into the flue of the 
boiler amongst a small quantity of coal, when it 
creates a great and intense flame. This compa- 
ratively cheap fuel will be very useful to Coital 
Steam Boats where all the room ts wanted that can 
be spared for freight. 

3. My invention of the supply chamber, a mode 
of replenishing the boiler while the engine is opera- 
ting, without the expense or waste of power in work- 
ing a forcing pump as usual, for the same purpose. 



4. Also, of the interior boiler, whereby a con- 
siderable increase of power in the boiler is obtained 
without occupying more room. Also, of several 
things of minor consequence, applicable under cer- 
taii] circumstances, especially on canals. 

The whole system of operation is comprehended 
under seven patents: and I consider it anew, com- 
plete, and economical plan of navigating by steam 
engine power ; whether in vessels of burden, or 
canal boats. 

For example. Were the inquiry made how I 
should employ steam tow-boats, and the other im- 
provements mentioned, on the North River.'' 

It is well known to the merchants of this city who 
deal with those of the country, that frequently 
great delays take place in the sloop navigation, 
both from contrary winds and bad weather, and 
that there is no certainty, nor any responsibility in 
the business. When the merchant has made his 
purchases in town, he often has to watt for hia 
goods at Albany. It is easy to see how far more 
convenient, agreeable, and economical, the follow- 
ing regular system would be. 

To every steam tow-boat, devoted to the power, 
which therefore may be very much greater than it 
now used, will belong three or more large luggage 
boats or vessels. One will be loading at Albany, 
the other at New-York, the third on her passage 
with the steam-boat, which is therefore constantly 
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»twork: thus regularly departing and returning 
with or without full loads. The deck of the lug- 
gage boat will be partlj occupied with a comforta- 
ble, but not splendid cabin for those passengers who 
have goods on board. At the landings there will 
be stores, and an office, where the goods will be re- 
ceived and booked, the freight settled, and a mani- 
fest made out to accompany the load. Thus a mer- 
chant from the country will send bis packages to 
one of these places, and be sure of their delivery at 
the landing in Albany in a short time, there to await 
his order. At Albany the same system of business 
will be pursued, in regard to the articles to be 
sent down. Convenient arrangements will also be 
made for the delivery at the several inspections of 
ashes, provisions, flaxseed, butter, &c. 

Also, for the delivery of wheat and flour along- 
side vessels, or at stores to which such freight may 
be destined. Landings at other places along the 
river will also be established. Vessels will be spe- 
cially prepared for wheat. This system is evident- 
ly an economical one ; for with fewer men and less 
expense than the sloops require, more business may 
be done, and at a considerable saving. It is diffi- 
cult to say, whether Albany or New- York will be 
most benefited by this system; both will undoubt- 
edly derive much advantage from facilities which 
tend to attract business fiom a greater distance by 
expediting the transportation of merchandiiie and 



proiJuce at less cost to the market. Moat merchants 
maj recollect instaticeB in which great profits have 
depeoded on the dehvery of wheat, or the despatch 
of a ship within a short given time. 

Respecting the canal, and lake navigation, much 
more might be said. It will suffice for the present 
to observe, the same system would be carried 
throughout, and there can be no doubt that a wa- 
ter communication can be made with the Ohio, hy 
a very short canal at the city of Erie. The nu- 
merous and valuable products of the Western 
Country, will then find their market and export at 
New-York as well as at New-Orleans. And should 
the state impose a moderate toll on the rich pro- 
ducts of the remote regions of other states to which 
the canal will open; a mere trifle per ton may not 
only maintain, but render the Canal productive to 
the government. It would now be a great accom- 
modation to have boats from Buffalo to Erie, and to 
Detroit, stopping at intermediate places. 

As to passage boats. It may be deemed presump- 
tion to say that any thing can ever equal the Para- 
gon, or the Chancellor. They are excellent and 
magnificent vessels of their kind. But I can con- 
ceive, that it would be preferable to avoid the in- 
conveniences and the dangers, however small, of 
having the moving power in the same boat. We ' 
will imagine that an agreeable vessel, is devoted to 
acrommodation, and by an extraneous power is 



made to glide gmoothly and swiftly over tfie water, 
without any rumbling, trembling or jarring, to de- 
prive invalids or utbers of sleep. We will imagine 
that there are different classes of boats. Some 
more appropriate to the company tiiat resort to the 
springs, and who seek only the pleasure of the ex- 
cursion. This class of boats, witli due regard to 
the feehngsof passengers, might have separate state 
rooms; and complete accommodation for a limited 
number, whose places might be taken aforehand, or 
the boat wholly appropriated to a party of friends; 
while another class of boats, more suitable to the 
majority of travellers, might have all the usual ac- 
commodation, and the repose that would tit them 
for business on their arrival. 

The labourer or the emigrant, seeking the 
richer soil of the interior, might, in the engine boat, 
go with his family, at a very low price, or (ree of 
expense. 

Another description of boats, may be solely em- 
ployed in towing ships and vessels through the 
Hrghtands, and against contrary winds, in and out 
the harbour. 

The same system of business may be established 
in relation to the trade of Connecticut river. There 
it will presently commence, and Hartford will no 
longer feel the disadvantages of a crooked naviga- 
tion, on which vessels often losse many days. There, 
one description of boats will tow vessels up and 
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down the river ; another will perform the businesB 
of the river, above the city ; a third will, when al- 
lowed, facilitate and increase trade with the city 
of New-York. 

la thus explaining the difference, between a mono- 
poly territorially exclusive, and a specific patent; 
as well as in i-epelling the imputation of inconsisten- 
cy, and of the absurd disingenuousness of con- 
cealing the existence of a public act, in which I 
have a right to take some pride, it will be obvious 
to every impartial reader, that I do no injustice, 
in seeking to vindicate, and to establish rights, 
which I shall certainly never relinquish ; but 
shall steadily pursue the design of carrying the im- 
provements I have described into extensive opera- 
tion, as soon as practicable ; and render them sub- 
servient to the great prosperity, which ever springi 
from inland navigation through an agriculturaE and 
commercial country. 

The Canal to Lake Erie will, no doubt, in a 
few years be open, and as sections of it are com- 
pleted, will (if the monopoly does not still prevent) 
enjoy the accommodation, on very easy terms, of 
, the only mode of employing the agency of Bteam, 
applicable to business thereon. 

It may be obvious that the Lakes, the Mohawk, 
the Hudson, the Harbour and the Sound, would at 
this time be scenes of operation, whereby immense 
sums would be saved to the community, but for the 
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existing monopolj', for Tchich, in my opinion, no 
aound and sufiicient reason can be given. 

I deem no apology requisite, for thus far eluci- 
dating a subject of some public, as well as private 
interest, unless it be for the very limited and hasty 
manner in which it is done. Nor have I any doubt 
of the secret approval of those whose interest may 
be affected by the perseverance with which it will 
be my duty to contend, as occasion may require" 
against this association, however powerful, respect- 
able, or estimable, the individuals concerned. 
I am. Sir, 

Your most obt. servant, 

JOHN L. SULUVAN. 



Extracts from JoJmsoiCs R^rts. 



Page 541. " A patent for an invention grants a 
property in the subject, and a right to use it co-ex- 
tensive with the jurisdiction of the granting power." 

Page 542. Suppose a new method should be 
discovered of propelling boats by steam with ten- 
fold velocity, and with superior convenience to those 
of the appellants, (Livingston and Fulton,) yet, if 
they are to prevail, so useful a discovery could not 
be put in practice. If the whole field is thus pre- 
occupied, what incentive is there to men of genius 




to exercise their powers for the benefit of mankind *. 
The acts are impolitic, as well as unjust and uncon- 
stitutional. Congress only grant to inventors a pri- 
Tili'ge tor fourteen years ; this legislative grant ia for 
tkirly yearSf and may be extended to one hundred 
years. 

Page 55J. (In Mr. Emmet's reply.) How do 
those acts interfere with the regulation of foreign 
COiiimerce? the boats do not transport merchan- 
dise; they carry passengers only. If they did in 
part interfere wirh the law of the United States, 
they would still be valid for the residue ; for it ii not 
denied, thai when there is an actual collision with the law 
of Congress, ike state law must yield. 

Page 561. (Judge Vates.) This power (that 
of encouraging Imported inventions) must be retain- 
ed by the respective states, to be exercised by them 
until it interferes with the lawsof the United States, 
passed to secure the author or inventor. It is not 
probable that such collision will take place. When- 
ever it does occur, it remains exclusively with the 
courts of the United States to interpose; and no 
doubt can be entertained but that the person claim- 
ing a right by patent as inventor, would prevail, and 
the state law would give way to the superior pow- 
er of Congress. 

Page 566. (Judge Thompson.) The constitu- 
tion has guarded against collision with the state au- 
thority, by providing tliat the laws of the United 
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States fiball be the supreme law of the land, &g. 
In cases of collision, therefore, the state law must 
yield to the superior authority of the United States. 

Page 567. If any person should appear claim* 
ing under a patent, in hostility to the privilege 
granted by this state, that would be a paramount 
right, and must prevail, if set up in a court having 
Jurisdiction of the question. 

Page 582. (Chief Justice Kent.) If then the 
respondents were in possession of a patent for their 
steaffi-boat, as original inventors, our statute prohi- 
bitftn not being made against the use of steam-boats 
9LBper'Se injurious, would possibly, before a compe- 
tent tribunal, be obliged to yield to the patent right, 
as being founded on the paramount law. 

N. B. The Chief Justice, in a note to the printed 
report, qualifies this remark, as not necessary to the 
argument, as the question of a patent right did not 
make any part of Van Ingen's case. 
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CERTIFICATE. 



The Subscribers have repeatedly seen the performance 
of the Rotary Steam Engine, invented and patented 
to Samuel Moret, erected at the JVItfoy Yard in 
Charlestown, and tvhich^ though incomplete^ and without 
a Condenser^ having a Cylinder of orUu one foot str^ke^ 

^ h afjOfi one4umdxed anatwl 

! iSHKpei mimaeukro^^m^Pg of one foot 

This Engm^ is fiecf^arly simple in its construction^ 
ind very manageame7 ^It appears to us peculiarly well 
adapted to Vessels and Boats. It also has an improved 
rfip^^ ^w minatedj^e Lined Boiler^ which generates 
Steam toSamazmer mfUditu. 
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^ton, February lih, 1818. 

Signed^ 



Amos Binnbt, 
Isaac Hull. 
JosiAH Barker. 
Amasa Woosworth. 
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